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Design systems for digital user experiences are essential. 

This guide illustrates how atomic design systems encourage 

alignment, faster decisioning, increased speed to market, 

higher quality, and scalability. 
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ATOMIC DESIGN 

Introduction 

Website design systems are essential. They exist to align website teams, 

speed up design processes, and improve brand governance. However, the 

fact of the matter is that some design systems perform better than others in 

specific business situations. This guide explains why the atomic design 

method is the best design system for fast-growing Saas, Blockchain, and 

FinTech companies. 
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toms 

Unsurprisingly, atoms are the most basic building blocks of 

an atomic design system. Starting with the most basic 

building blocks {text, spacing, colors, etc.) of a web page 

allows teams to quickly identify gaps or points of 

improvement in a design system. 

Arguably the most important phase, designers will 

constantly refer back to the list of atoms for any current 

and future building blocks they may need for a web page. 



·� ATOMS

Colors 

An atomic design system's first atom isn't 

that surprising: a brand's colors. 

Having access to a formal color palette that 

takes search engines' readability rules into 

account allows designers to quickly find, 

optimize, and add brand colors to other 

assets, like a website's typography (another 

atom, discussed next). 
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e Primary 

The primary color is your "brand" color, and is used across all interactive elements such as buttons, links, inputs, etc. 

This color can define the overall feel and can elicit emotion. 
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Gray is a neutral color and is the foundation of the color system. Almost everything in UI design - text, form fields, 

backgrounds, dividers - are usually gray. 
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The primary color is your "brand" color, and is used across all interactive elements such as buttons, links, inputs, etc. 

This color can define the overall feel and can elicit emotion. 
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·� ATOMS

Typography 

Typography is the process of arranging text 

in a way that makes copy legible, clear, and 

visually appealing for users. The 

typography of a design system can contain 

many fonts for different purposes. 

It's common for teams to build a 

typographic scale that includes type fonts, 

weights, line-heights, and other features. 

Doing so ensures that the correct 

typography is being used for any color 

combination or other combination with an 

existing atom to create a molecule. 
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·� ATOMS

Grids & Spacing 

Just like the color scale, working from a 

defined spacing system allows designers to 

work faster and more consistently because 

the limited set of options eliminates 

guesswork while designing and developing. 
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®ATOMS 

Others 

Icons 

Having a library of website icons only makes updates easier when 

the icons are used across the website. Including icons that will 

never be used interferes with brand consistency. 
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Shadows 

Shadows add depth and realism to designs by positioning 

elements on Z-axis. By having multiple variations of a shadow, 

teams can mix and match the depth of a shadow with other 

existing elements in the design system. 
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Next, designers combine atoms (brand colors, typography, 

etc.) to form molecules, the second phase of the atomic 

design process. An example of a molecule is the "submit" 

button on a blog subscription form. 

The molecule phase is the first major step for designers to 

building a web page from the simplest design elements. 



6. • .J MOLECULES

Buttons 

Buttons are the most important aspect of a 

marketing website and are created by 

combining the typography, color and icon 

atoms. 

Therefore, color, size, and icon variations 

are needed for different situations. Atomic 

design systems help designers quickly 

recycle existing button molecules or create 

new, brand-consistent molecules from the 

system's library of atoms. 

This keeps designers confident, speedy, and 

on-brand when under pressure. 
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6. • ..) MOLECULES

Inputs 

Input fields are everywhere-search boxes, 

lead generation forms, subscription boxes, 

and conversion panels. 

They're made from the color, typography, 

and icon atoms, and their varied nature 

makes them difficult to govern. 

Atomic design systems provide defined-yet­

flexible boundaries that designers can work 

within, whether recycling input fields for a 

new form or page variant, or quickly 

designing a new molecule for a new 

segment experience. 

In this example, the input field forms part of 

a larger instance of a website that includes 

an icon, typography, and the input field. 
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6..J MOLECULES

Others 

Cards 

Cards are used as content containers and feature headers, 

subheadings, buttons, icons, and other atoms depending on the 

use case. The two cards displayed below serve different purposes: 

one is for case studies and the other for a blog listing page. These 

cards are universal and are built to serve a specific need. 

CASE STUDY 
Gatsby vs. Next.js in 2022 

ServiceTitan grows demos 
January 26th, 2022 in WEBSITES 

18% with Contentful and There are hundreds of frontend 

Gatsby.js frameworks available in the market that 

power sophisticated websites ... 
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Badges, Checkboxes, and Toggles 

Having an inventory of badges, checkboxes, and toggles is crucial 

for a great user experience. In some cases, checkboxes might 

work better than toggles and vice versa. Having a library of these 

molecules allows teams to use and reuse them in different ways 

across the website. 
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Beautiful analytics to grow smarter 

Powerful, self-serve product and growth analytics to help you convert, 

engage, and retain more users. Trusted by over 4,000 startups. 
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Components are built by combining multiple molecules to 

form larger aspects of a website page. This is the final step 

before building a fully responsive website page. 

A library of components, designed from a library of 

molecules, provides a team of designers an aligned and 
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assets so they can design with speed and confidence. 
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�!� COMPONENTS

Hero 

Hero components are a key asset for 

driving action on website pages and can be 

created from a variety of molecules. 

With an atomic design system designers 

can, for example, quickly recycle existing 

hero components for a new offering page; 

mockup variations of an existing hero 

component for A/B testing; or easily create 

net new components for a new collection of 

audience-specific landing pages. 

In the example, we've highlighted two 

molecules we brought in to build one of our 

hero components. 

webstacks 

(a) > Settings > ••• > 

Breadcrumbs: button primary I Theme: dark 

I 
I 
I 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 

consectetur adipiscing elit, 

sed do eiusmod temper 

incididunt ut labore et 

dolore magna aliqua . 

• JohnDoe
Role 

Team 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

----------- · 

Card: review I Image: none I Theme: dark 

•



�!� COMPONENTS 

Conversion Panel 

This component is sprinkled once or twice 

on a page to drive action. Conversion 

panels should be continuously tested and 

ever-evolving to increase conversion rates. 

Atomic design systems help designers 

quickly spin up variations of existing 

conversion panel components for nonstop 

A/8/C testing or create new, brand­

consistent components from the system's 

library of molecules and atoms. 
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® COMPONENTS 

Others 

Global Navigation 

The global navigation is used at the top of every website page. 

Also known as the navigation bar, it's composed of atoms and 

molecules that are identified in the previous steps. The navigation 

is the knot that ties all live website pages and must be accessible 

to website visitors. Therefore, it's typical for the navigation to 

always remain the same in terms of look or feel. 
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0 Convert (d Blog p About us 

Analyze conversion rotes and The latest industry news. updates Learn about our story and our 
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Find retention drivers and make your 
customers smile. 
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Learn how our customers oro making 
big changes. 

® Video tutoriols 

Get up and running on new features 
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Check out the all new dashboard view. 
Pages now load faster. 

Dismiss Changelog 

Footer 

Like the navigation bar, the footer also remains consistent 

throughout the website but is positioned at the bottom of every 

page. The footer contains links to pages on the website, contact 

information, cookie settings, and the privacy policy. The footer 

can also contain social icons, reviews, and download links for 

third-party application stores. 
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® COMPONENTS 

Others 

Feature Grid 

Grids are components that can contain multiple atoms and 

molecules like icons, CTA buttons, or other elements identified in 

the previous phases. The below example is a three-column grid 

layout that consists of three groups of content. The general use of 

this component is when a product or service requires more 

detailed explanations to help sell the idea or product. 
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Share team inboxes Deliver instant answers Manage your team with reports 

Whether you hove a team of 2 or 200, our shored team An all-in-one customer service platform that helps you Measure what matters with Untitled's easy-to-use reports. 
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Learn more ➔ Learn more ➔ 

You can filter, export, and drilldown on the data in a 

couple clicks. 

Learn more ➔ 
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Connect with customers Connect the tools you already use Our people make the difference 

Solve a problem or close a sale in real-time with chat. If Explore 100+ integrations that make your day-to-day We're on extension of your customer service team, and all 

no one is available, customers ore seamlessly routed to workflow more efficient and familiar. Plus, our extensive of our resources are free. Chat to our friendly team 24n 

email without confusion. developer tools. when you need help. 

Learn more ➔ Learn mare ➔ Learn more ➔ 
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Switchback 

A switchback is a section on a page highlighting features of a 

product or service. The content typically consists of headline 

copy, body copy, bullet features, CTAs, forms, or conversion 

content such as a trust bar and reviews. The switchback can be 

used on multiple pages and pair well with custom illustrations like 

3D elements or stock images, depending on the use case. 
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BLAZING FAST WEBSITES 

Speed - out of the box. No 

manual tuning required. 

We build high-performance websites on modern 

frontend frameworks. We do this by automating things 

like code-splitting, image optimization, lazy-loading, 

prefetching resources, and more to ensure your site is 

ful ly  optimized. 
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Building a Page 

Using the components we built in the 

previous section, we were able to assemble 

the webpage on the right in minutes. 

As you can see, we used the hero, 

switchback, conversion panel, feature grid, 

and footer components. All designed using 

an aligned library of atoms, molecules, and 

components to source inspiration from. 

When teams have the right building blocks 

as design elements, they are free to build 

whatever they want. Doing so empowers 

teams to build at their own pace and not 

have to rely on development resources as it 

always goes. 
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